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Workplace Injury Infographic: Take Fall Protection Seriously
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After transportation deaths, falls remain the most serious and fatal risk for manufacturing,
maintenance and construction workers. Learn about fall arrest systems, clearance levels and how to
calculate fall distances in our handy infographic.

Protecting workers from falling from heights on the job is consistently a top-rated problem area by the
Occupational Safety and Health Administration. Fall protection was the No. 1 violation the regulator
gave to companies in 2017—and in 2016, according to Safety+Health magazine. The rest of the top five
OSHA violations (hazard communication, scaffolding, respiratory protection and lockout/tagout) also
remained unchanged over those years.

But the fall protection violations do not end there: The newest area to creep into OSHA’s Top 10 annual
violations list is fall protection training, which ranks ninth with more than 1,500 violations. OSHA is
concerned that companies are not following rules in fall protection and in properly and formally
educating workers about the equipment they need to use.

Violations are intended to help prevent future accidents and to warn companies of their gaps in
protection. To understand the business impact of on-the-job falls, it helps to look at the cost of injuries.
Nonfatal falls account for roughly 27 percent of the top 10 most disabling injuries that cause workers to
miss six or more days at work: “The top three causes—which collectively represent almost half of the
cost of the leading accidents—are overexertion ($13.8 billion, 23 percent), falls on same level ($10.6
billion, 17.7 percent) and falls to lower level ($5.5 billion, 9.2 percent),” reports Liberty Mutual Insurance
in a post about its 2017 Workplace Safety Index findings.

Here are some of the most important things to know about fall protection.


http://www.safetyandhealthmagazine.com/articles/16217-fall-protection-leads-oshas-top-10-list-of-cited-violations
http://www.safetyandhealthmagazine.com/articles/16217-fall-protection-leads-oshas-top-10-list-of-cited-violations
https://www.mscdirect.com/betterMRO/safety/osha-definitions-safety-signs
https://www.mscdirect.com/betterMRO/ppe-selection-find-right-type-respirator
https://www.mscdirect.com/betterMRO/safety/preventing-safety-hazards-effective-lockouttagout-programs
https://www.mscdirect.com/betterMRO/safety/5-must-know-tips-fall-protection-training
https://www.libertymutualgroup.com/about-liberty-mutual-site/news-site/Pages/2017-Liberty-Mutual-Workplace-Safety-Index.aspx
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Spotlight on Fall Protection

Here is a collection of the best articles on fall protection.
5 Things About Fall Protection You Need to Think About
How to Choose the Right PPE: Fall Protection Harness

3 Tips for Preventing Falls From Height at Work

5 Must-Know Tips for Fall Protection Training

What have you learned about fall protection on the job? Have you received formal training? Share your
experiences.
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